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THE Qulzsmh OF THE DAY,

‘| Kansas lfaira in Waahington and
Elsewhere.

The Cauvse of the Great Excitement
Throughout the Country,

THE SPEECH OF BENATOR BUTLER,
OF BOUTH CAROLINA,

AND

REPLY OF SENATOR SUMNER,
OF MASSACHUSETTS,

&s,, &o., &ao.

S0UTH Cll.l.[ll ON KANSAS.

'v:.ﬂ:.'-*...a.'mm-‘...mmm
'l'ln anb mmod the consideration of Mr.

Weller's motion to t ten thousand extra
of the President’s - of February 18, ﬂﬁh
lﬁuompu:“ dooumenu relative to affairs in the

Mr. u'nm-l; friend from Bouth Carolina,
who haa the floor on this queation, ia not very we
to-day, and therefore I suggest that it should li
postponed until to-morrow.

Heveral SxnaroRS—Say Monday. There is a spe-
ehl order for to-morrow.

Mr. Burrer said:—Mr. President, fer to
gu on now. When I obtained the llour he other
ay upon this question, it was with a view to make
a very few remarks, in order to relieve the Senate
from auy impression which might be made on it
{the statements made here on the responsibiity
Senators or by newspaper communications,
in relation to the part which friend, General
Atchison, has acted in Kansas affuirs. I intended
no more; and I ghall endeavor to diascharge that
duty before 1 conclude the remarks which [ propose
now to sabmit.

The debate on this subject, Mr. President, has
brought man{.et ings within its scope, and has, in
my opinion, been made the occasion of fearful indi-
cations for the fnturc. What the developementa of
the future may disclose 1 know not; but this much I
will say before I approach the main subject an which
I intend to deliver my views, that we are redused,
Jihaime which has heen made in Kansas, to the

ternative either of sulfering the President, under
the message which he has sent to na and the procls-

mation which he has issued, to exprcise his high
office to preserve the pence which is threatened to
be distnrbed in Kansas, or subject ourselves to the
usurpation of gquatter sovereignty and the discre-
tion of an uncaleulating fanaticism ; raising a
whirlwind on which it may not be n.ble to ride.
This is the isfue which is presented to us. For
if the Pregident does not interpose his authority to
preserve peace, 1 have no reason to eonclude but
‘lhat the conflict between the two parties in Kansas
may result in the shedding of blood; and, sir, my
word for It, one drop of hlood shed in’ civil strife in
this c.oumry in which parties have been distinctly
arrayed, 8o far as they can be arrayed by their advo-
cates, will have more effict on civillzm.ion and on
souiet}? than all the blood shed in all the battles of
antiguity, or in the atrl:lgil at Borodino and the
battles which followed it. 8ir, I am entirely per-
suaded that if we are to appnmh what has been
threatened—a rupture of this Union—or if we are
to preserve the Union, it is the duty of every man,
a8 far as he can, to throw his influence into the pub-
lic opinion which will justify the course of the Pre-
sgident, 8o a8 to be iree from the consequences which
may otherwise grow out of this fearful issue, Yes,
wir, if the Sowth is forced to take her destiny in her
teparate keeping, let us do all we can to justify our
conduct before the tribunal of history; let us do all
we can in the way of explanation to dispal delusion
and rebuke the mnd gpirit which bas infused itself
into the public mina in a portion of this confede-

racy. Danger mayn k with o loud trumpet to
the ear of Keason and Justice.

1t may be said that I have passed through the

ordeal of experience, aud perhaps of time, and that
they hove had their infi on my per; but,
#ir, I look on anything like a rupture in civil go-
vernment, and egpecually such a one as would
throw us Into the horrors of anarchy, with not the
same view a5 others who may bhe more intrepid,

and who may think they can come out of it with-
out hazard to themselves. There is nothing eo mis-
chievons to Bociety as any movement affecting its
stability, uncontrolled by responsibility and unregu-
lated by intelligence. Bigotry, fanaticism and pre-
judice are fatal counsellors; and under the rifle in-

fluence they bave exercised their inflnence on the
issuen of the daF

Now, before [ approach the main point I must
dispose of some of the remarks made m the
Senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hale,)

reply to his remarks because he has been in thia
Chamber for a longer period than the Senator from
Massachusetta (Mr. Wilson), and bas had associa-
tiona here which 1 think ought at least to have tem-
pered some of his expressions. I do not intend to
use the Ilnguife of asperity in thia debate,if I can
avoid it; but allow me to bﬁ to the Beuawr from
New Hampnh.lre thal It when he used some

expreseions, not only in relation to the Presldent of
the United States, the chief magistrate of this con-
federacy, but in relation to the Sapreme Court and
other deﬁanments of this government; and when he
allowed Lmsell' to read from a newspaper, underthe
signature of an anol ous writer, statements in re-
ference to a distinguished gen an with whom he
bad been nssociated here—I do him the justice
to pay that I hudly think he consulted the d outm
of his own nature; for I believe that wm%e l{
laa rather shown o temper that d lift him
above such things, except when he acts as the com-
mitted archer pulling the arrow under the behésta
of his urging huntsmen. The Senator from
New Hampshire is a committed advocate to &
sectional, fanatical organization ; and, perhaps;
he i8 not at liberty to deny the nnthnrity under
which he has entered the Senate.

8ir, what did I hear him say ? That the Supreme
Court of the United States was the citadel of slave:

He did not know when he made that remark
how far it extended and what it might not embrace,
1s he not associated with & class of politiciana in this
conntry who have said that the constitution of the
United States—the fundamental law of their coun-
try—waa the citadel of slavery? Yes, sir. [ have
had pamphlets within the last week laid on my
desk, mi.nhlni.ng thut the constitution of tha
United States itgelf in the cittdcl urmm;é. e
on

that, unless it Ii|‘=a
ultverefuthem d in nh ‘Lhe Htates, it is a
ch ought to have no validity and oh

ligation. T think 1 have seen the same statements
Ils aper called the Radwcal Abolitionist. When

nalor ks of the Bupreme Court asthe
eitndel of the institution of very, he might
better have designa to

ted them as o}:pooed those
who have called the constitation of their country
the citadel of sln\eéy Sir, I would prefer regarding
the Judges of the Supreme Court, as far us I know
anything of their decisions, as the ventinels and de-
fenders of the constitution-a constitation recognizing
the equality of the States, ana at least imposing on
them such obligations as that they are not permitted
to transfer thelrjudgmentl into another jurizdiction,
!:mm:ﬂbed I suppose, J what is technically called
hl]!ililxllﬂ' law—a jurisdiction of discretion and pre-
Jrdice
have not gone down or “I;‘*” gentlemen
may ¢ to consider it—to the higher law. As
far as I know the court—and I have had intercourse
with it venerated and yvenerable Chief Justice, from
my official position as Chalrmsn of the Committee
on the Judiclary—1I do not believe I have ever known
a body of men more honestly disposed to do their
duty under the obligations of the power which gave
them the right to discharge judicial functions. i be
lieve, when our firet parents were driven out of Para-

dise, it was under the sug, of the higher law,
The devil went in and suggested to Eve that there was
a_higher law; nnd. the law under
which ehe was placed in Paradise, she and ber pos-
terity have suffered the penalties of djmhedim

transgreasion is sin. I tore nlj

i and no set of oelniuns which will aﬂmpt to rule the

counlry except by some prescribed law and a con-
atitution laid m for them by those who give them
their official existence. I e that the Ba;

Court has committed errors, ﬂaongb not inhe];mﬂan-
nllg. 1 believe their decision in the case of Prign
Pennsylvania has led to mischievous conse-
quences not intended by the Court. When the Court
ungertook to say that the Btates themselves be
absolved from the duty imposed on them by the fe-
deral compact of retarning fugitives from labor,
think they made a decision teﬂ to absolve the
Btates mm the honor of com; hey did not
it in 8o many words, nor do hlnk their decision
of that import, but the non-slaveholding Btates have
so constropd (. Tnat l‘|| i f that deet ~llrm being
i L iy tine ey 1]
‘poes B0 Lis Ao

4l e it

\'ld-{'|'

slaveholding ftates of this Union; or rather to
let their accomm morality take refuge is
gt»-—tu exsnse !{ﬁm for disregarding the oﬂh;:ﬂ'
mPomd upon them 28 co-operative agencies,

would rather regard that tribunal as one
which could look nbroad upon the vast snd besuti-
ful horizon of hiuth and justloe 1 shoald not wish
to kee them governed by that Wmll'
which is thmtvning to undermine
of the country, and to destroy, not only the preeent
form of our Union, but to wa,si: away the very land-
marks of our forefathers. In such a case I wonld be
glnd to ree the Supreme Cowrt, like the proud pro-
moutery in the deep—

Iat the lretful r cemn surgs upon s base,
Let slorms saeals it sommit,
| wish it to stand firm st least as the type of
the duration of the institutions of this ouutrr.
and as an emblem of eternal justice. 1 at least
wish that, amidst the agitation of the time, it
+hall maintain ita identity. Let not the Senstor
from New Hampshire suppose tha: he un mil
or touch that promontorvy by
may aim at it 'l‘he hand l.hnt‘:gm
may belong to one more wiﬂingtowonml thu it
mbeahhtohurt It has certainly been
iln archer oceupying too great n distance from
object to do harm. Let me hope thst there i
more of the hand thau the heart that bas boem
g&lﬁuﬁhi lhot. Tlnweaponhnl\ﬂnhm-
y LU LRET & T
After the Senstor from New nm had ﬂ—
posed of the Supreme Court under this den
epif.lat, he approached the President. I am not one
{ those who undertake to defend the President om
sll occasions; but, sir, he is the chief magistrate of
this confederacy, and whilst T ans in the confeders-
cy, I will see at least thata bor's hand, moved,
perhaps, by resentful ri\ra.lr{e not wound ihe
chief magistracy of the whole country. The Seastor
from New Hasmpshire took exception to the comrse
which the President has taken, by saying that he
bad committed himself to a different judgment and
a diﬂhrent course of conduct by recef Derr
when he was a refugce from justice rruvgsnhd.
Island, and then sustained him by resolutions
which were while he waa chairman, I think,
of some democratic assochtion. Mr. Pierce la ar-
rayed againat President Pierce. Doea the Senater
Buppose t‘hat the chief m mte of this confed-
eracy, after be has attained igh position which
be now occupies, is to ud.minuter i8 trust as a con:
mon trustee for all the people of the United Btates
according to any opinions which he may have eu-
tertained on any former mnon, when he was chalr-
man of a democratis nomedv Why, &ir, you mipht
ns well say that one ascending a mountain shouid
half way and consult the vision which he thon
» rather than the certainty of the more exten: od
\'minn which he would have after attaining the aum-
mit, where the horizon would be more distinet, and
where he would have a la.rgcr and more extended’

view. The chief magistrate of the United Btatesin the
trustee of the whole Union. He is notthe organofany
rtion of New Hampshire ; nor is he aul ot toany
tude. With the v and even solicitude ol

ool Jp:rty“ l};e wa of a former day,
out a judge of o hims.

E‘I;l :he last h‘o to which j can
is, man who goes
home of hg Iam nul
in the history of New “Ham I say nm
is not the place to expose lnﬂ.rm]tl.ea. nor is this
the place to take occasion, beuuea gentleman gebs
a seat on this floor, to bring under proscription the
conduct of one of his fellow citizens, who is now the
chief magistrate of the vonfedemy I shal
justify Mr. Pierce for receiving Dorr at the time, hat

will Bay in relation to him, that he was then cptn-
paratively a young man, and that having culti uml
the leasuns ol liberty which his ancestor had tanght
bim, much, in the langange of Mr. Burke, is to be
pu.rdoned to the spirit of liberty. Another t |
to be said, that the judgment in relation to Dorr
not then been formed. It was then passing throngh
the ordeal urhu;nl mddila Imcmir! l:lml. that d%lmmlll

oung man had many distin ed sympat
ilr Pierce gave Dorr shelter; gn End
fropt of his offending.

8ir, I have always regarded it a8 one of the moat

most odious acts of the British government, whea

this

ik

Nupoleon Bonaparte went on board the Bellero-
phon, clllmmg the rights of hospitality, thnt lbe,y
changed his condition into that of a prisoner of war.
His reputation and position in the worid entitled

him to the rights and honors awarded to Themiste-
clea. If Dorr, instead of going to New Hampahire
bad qone to Bouth Carolina, perhapsat that time, i
mygell, to this deladed young man, would have beem
thie last to have seen him sacrificed to Lis delusions;

and I believe much may be pardoned to the spirit of
liberty, guided by the ardor of youth.

1 come now to another rn:mnuge in this affair, &
distinguished friend of mine, General Atchison, wln
has also received the notice both of the Senator from
New Hampshire gnd the Senator from Massachu.
churetts. Thave known General Atchison long and
well. They have attributed to him a ferocity
and vulgar indifference and recklessness in re-
lation to the affairs in Kansas, which is refuted
by every confidential letter which he has writtem
to me, and which is_not in conformity to the truth.
I will not say that General Atchison is the enemy of
any one. 1 will not say that he is the euem{of the
emigrants in Kansas who have been sent there by
the aid socicties; but I say that I know of no mam
within the range of my acquaintance who could be
invested more elﬁct with the atiributes of the
conqueror of that class of people. And how do you
suppose he would exercise that high power? Let
those who now asperse him setile around him as
notighborn. and it their houses were burned down

assistance were required, he would be the first

man to render them assistance, and he would com-
quer them by his kindness, by his justice, by his
goml sense and by his hﬁenerosh}. There never was &
hehét’-.r i%lauset&-a’t;on tt:af chamc*ter ﬂ;lll :h[e conduot

e disp! expected tragedy a ,awmm.
1 know tge fact, and I state it-on 4 authorit
a truth not to be d[spul‘ed. (bemme have Iet-
ters in my drawer), that t uonlmeny
arose, General Atchison was nbsnluhly
to attend General Richardson's command, nn he
went, with a positive pIedge on the part of those
with whom he was agsociated that he shiould rathee
be the Mentor than the lender; and he has written
to me that but for his mediatorial offices, the houses
of the people of Lawrence would have been hurnt
and the streets drenched in blood. Anap

made to him under circumstances which mlg-
nanimous natore econld not resist. He had the
courage to do a dnty which in ita performance
might even offend lhis comrades and associates—s
courage much hlslmr than that of meeting an opem
enemy in the field. He effectually exerted his in-
fluence, under the appeal made to him, to save from
fire ond sword the village of Lawrence, the atrong-

hold of the aid emigrants. But 'for the gen-
tle advice, and, perbaps, controlling influence of
Atchison, the houses of the settlement would

ha;:d‘ been burnt and ita bhighways drenched with

When these peopie were aupRE;ntn how difterent
they gsltﬁﬂm? what 1 calumnies have
evine nce person who saved
them is to be mvems into their ferocious persecu-
tor. Atchison is to be immolated on the altar of
fanatical vengeance ; and that, too, tlu'ough Ih
medium of mouyuonl writers in ne“pl

der the sanction of hes made in this hmbq-.
Well, sir, is thia to be his requital? Are

sion and mlnemmﬁon to pervert the truth of
bistory ? Gen have attributed to him a fe-
rocity of unexampled character—an mrﬂmh that
cannot assimilnte to his natare, out tlm
whole contest he has always said that

iavor of—to use his own expression—* the mp&
tition of pre-emption settlers. He believed that if
that competition had been left to itaelf, and if thua
hind_been no hostile demonstration on the part of
the Northam suelutian Kansus weuld have hﬂ set-

tled I? each other, and
would have ob use they did know
each other ; and the end, perhaps, there

mi htbe-fwmel mlubl an **old
orgmma favorite uarvpln Ilonlehom‘;;lr
poses, or some feld laborers, unnhrlfcd in, and
and bettered by their condition. Tle pono(
that there might have been @
that sort, and such us the masters would nor.
Plike to desert, and such as they would not commit to
the abolitionista, It would have been, in technicn
E‘hrne, perhaps, & Intion with wmelnneu
it with some servants, and scarcely any slaves.
Thoee ¢ masters would have beem more like
an and those called slaves would have been
h::m uﬂumfoﬂr their - t‘-ectt‘o: {i:ltl:ll‘: muon they
ome objectiona 0 the a n who are
willing to ret them free that they ma
honds and be destroyed nnder the phikuthmm'of
pmcr!ptbn and rivalry.

'nder the current of this settlement, Kann.
wnuld likely han becom o quasi communit; ¥, with
many white men roes—with labor
ble ol' being nnhlly and

mproﬂhhly am'plm:‘—ha
community of farmers, using labor as they
gmpar. n ﬁw, by sccretion, Kansas might

become &

Bir, 1 am not going to pul on an equnlity, or an:
thing like an equality, the movements and coud . o
of those who have gone to Kansns with Starpe o
rifles in their hands, and the Missourt “bovder oy
s, os they hgve been tertied. Tln-y are Yo
PR finde Tt diveieaie betweea Lae Pmiaiion




